ENDING IMPUNITY 

By Seeking Justice Through the Courts
Winning a Court Case: Lessons and Challenges

RATIONALE AND OBJECTIVES:


The uphill battle for justice is long and arduous but it can be won. Proof of this is the recent landmark victory on July 18, 2008 of families of victims of enforced disappearance in Trento, Agusan del Sur. The steadfastness of the relatives and the courage of witnesses, the competence and dedication of the lawyers, and the commitment to justice of the court and FIND as the assisting organization, all spelled success.
News of this triumph has an invigorating effect not only on the relatives of the disappeared, surfaced desaparecidos and FIND, but on victims of other human rights violations and human rights workers and defenders in general as well. There is a need for a venue in which the experiences throughout the journey towards the court victory can be summed up and shared with families and other stakeholders.  An activity that would further discuss steps to be done is imperative, taking into consideration all the lessons learned.

FIND will thus hold a summing-up conference on the court cases it has assisted, a forum and a two-day action planning. The lessons gathered from the conference which will be held on 3 September 2008 will also further enrich the proposed Anti-Enforced Disappearance Act now being deliberated upon by both Houses of Congress. The efficacy of the remedies provided by the writs of amparo and of habeas data in searching for the missing and of seeking justice through the court shall also be discussed. It is envisioned that through such a conference, the participants will be further inspired and equipped with knowledge necessary for searching for justice through the courts. 

Significant conference results will be shared during the forum on September 4, 2008. The objective of this forum is to urge the Philippine government to immediately enact a law defining and penalizing enforced disappearance and to ratify the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (ICED). The Agusan del Sur court victory is hoped to have a positive effect in terms of legislation aimed at preventing the commission of disappearance. To facilitate this effect, the forum shall gather key decision makers so that they may be informed of the court case developments as well as be given the opportunity to meet the families of the disappeared in order for them to realize the urgency of enacting an anti-enforced disappearance law and ratifying the ICED. The media shall also be invited to participate to generate public awareness of the phenomenon of enforced disappearance and how to end it. A consultation with lawyers will be held in the afternoon of the same day to discuss status and recommendations on the next steps to take on the cases FIND has assisted. 
A two-day detailed internal action planning will also take place to focus on expediting the current cases being supported, possible filing of other cases, and coming out with recommendations for the proposed Anti-Enforced Disappearance Act.  These activities are expected to encourage families and witnesses to come out in the name of truth, justice and peace, bring perpetrators to justice, thus combating impunity; while at the same time encouraging decision makers to take steps to protect people from becoming victims of enforced disappearance, thus promoting human rights in general.
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by Seeking Justice Through the Courts

Winning a Case: Lessons and Challenges
Assessment Conference on the Legal Battles of the Families of the Disappeared
September 3, 2008, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Sulo Hotel, Matalino St., Quezon City, Philippines

	       Time


	                                                              Topic

	08:30 – 09:00
	Registration

	
	

	09:00 – 09:10
	Welcome remarks by Ms. Nilda L. Sevilla, Co-Chairperson, FIND

	
	

	09:10 – 09:20
	Message from The Asia Foundation

	
	

	09:20 – 10:00
	Input on the Legal Remedies Available to Victims of Enforced Disappearance and their Families

by Atty. Ricardo Sunga, FIND’s Legal Counsel 

	
	

	10:00 – 10:20
	Open forum

	10:20 – 10:30
	Snacks

	
	

	10:30 – 11:30
	Input: Evaluation of cases filed, the PICOP Six Case

by Atty. John Gil Unay, Legal Counsel, PICOP Six Case 

	
	

	11:30 – 11:50
	Open forum

	12:00 – 01:00
	Lunch break

	
	

	01:30 – 02:30
	Input: Evaluation of cases filed, Sumapad Case and the Subanen 12 Case

by Atty. Fausto Lingating, Legal Counsel, Sumapad Case and the Subanen 12 Case 

	
	

	02:30 – 02:50
	Open forum

	
	

	02:50 – 03:10
	FIND’s experience in complementing the legal struggle

By Wilma Q. Tizon,  Secretary-General, FIND

	
	

	03:10 – 03:30
	Open forum

	03:30 – 04:00 
	Break

	04:00 – 04:30
	Synthesis by Ms. Phebe G. Crismo, National Council Member, FIND

	04:30 - 
	Closing Remaks


Forum on Ending Impunity by Seeking Justice Through the Courts (Winning a Case: Lessons and Challenges)
September 4, 2008, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 nn
Sulo Hotel, Matalino St., Quezon City, Philippines

	       Time


	                                                      Topic

	09:00 – 09:20
	Registration

	
	

	09:20 – 09:30
	Welcome remarks by Ms. Nilda L. Sevilla, Co-Chairperson, FIND

	
	

	09:30 – 09:40
	Message from Dr. Steven Rood, Executive Director, The Asia Foundation

	09:40 – 09:50
	Message from Mr. Gerardo Porta, Senior Civic Participation Specialist

Office of Economic Development and  Governance, USAID 

	09:50 – 10:10
	Synthesis of the summing-up conference on the legal battles of the families of the disappeared

by Ms. Phebe Crismo, National Council Member, FIND

	
	

	10:10 – 10:25
	Winning a criminal case against a perpetrator of enforced disappearance

by Atty. John Gil C. Unay, Legal Counsel, PICOP Case

	
	

	10:25 – 10:40
	The proposed Anti-Enforced Disappearance Act of 2008

by Hon. Edcel C. Lagman, Principal Author,  House Bill No. 326

	
	

	10:40 -  11:00
	The International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance

and the International Coalition Against Enforced Disappearance (ICAED)’s  international campaign for the Convention’s  ratification

by Marjan Stoffers, Programme Officer, Aim for Human Rights and ICAED


	11:00 – 11:30
	Panel of reactors from the:

· Department of Justice

· House Committee on Justice

· House Committee on Human Rights

· Senate Committee on Justice and Human Rights

· Presidential Human Rights Committee

· Media

	
	

	11:30 – 11:50
	Open forum

	11:50 – 12:00
	Awarding of recognition plaques to the families who filed the PICOP Six Case, witnesses, lawyers and FIND staff involved

	
	Closing Remarks by Ms. Wilma Q. Tizon, Secretary-General, FIND

	12:00 – 01:00
	Lunch


MASTER OF CEREMONIES:  MR. JOSE MARIE T. FAUSTINO
