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"The hope of change offered by the March 29 presidkelection has been ruthlessly
and systematically crushed, and all that remaitisastains of our butchered dreams."

[a Zimbabwean quoted in The Scotsman: 29 June 2008]

"l am now alone and | am angry because these pabpiged us and they have now left
us to face the people that we tormented in the rafrivugabe.”

[War veteran Misheck Gora from Masvingo province, o
facing charges of malicious injury to property, Ry
2008]

We are enveloped in the politics of hate. The arhotihate that is being preached today
in this country is frightful. What Zimbabwe foudfor was peace, progress, love, respect,
justice, equality, not the opposite. And one ofwlost evils we see today is corruption.
The country bleeds today because of corruption..r.dduntry cannot progress on fear
and false accusations which are founded simphherave of power. There is something
radically wrong with our country today and we arevng, fast, towards destruction.
There is confusion and corruption and, let us barchbout it, we are seeing racism in
reverse under false mirror of correcting imbalarfoes the past. In the process we are
creating worse things. We have created fear imtinmels of some in our country. We
have made them feel unwanted, unsafe.... Thetlaapervades the rulers has come
down to the people and to the workers.

[Joshua Nkomo, 12 April 1986, at Lookout MassKuneral]

We the Parties to this Memorandum of Understanding.
» Dedicat[e] ourselves to putting an end to the p&ddéion, divisions, conflict and
intolerance that have characterised our countryfsies;
» Determine[d] to build a society free of violenceaf, intimidation, hate, patronage,
corruption and founded on justice, fairness, opssneansparency, dignity and
equality....

[Robert Mugabe, Morgan Tsvangirai, Arthur Mutamba&h
July 2008.]
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Executive Summary

1. The Presidential run-off election on thé"2June 2008 took place against the background of the
worst state- led violence that Zimbabweans haversipced since the Gukurahundi massacres of
the mid 1980’s, and in the context of a SADC mediathat had failed to ensure a generally
acceptable election process.

2. This report draws upon 3320 formal interviews witttims of human rights abuses over the last
three months. This figure represents a fractiotho$e directly affected by violence, the majority o
whom are likely to have failed to access appropnmaedical assistance.

3. The violence of May and June 2008 differs from pres phases of election violence in that unlike
previous elections the violence did not taper ofthe weeks leading to the election.

4. There have been 106 confirmed murders in the haseétmonths, with clear indications that the
number will grow as more information comes to light

5. The most common form of murder in every month waduation followed by death with known
activists being abducted from their homes, at itdadks or elsewhere.

6. Many of these abductions followed by slow or quealecution fit the criteria for enforced
disappearances, a particularly pernicious for efagpadicial killing with severe long-term
consequences for families and communities. Famaliedeft without closure, being thus deprived of
the basic human right to mourn their dead, angtssibility of being forcibly ‘disappeared’ strikes
terror into the hearts of communities.

7. This pattern of abduction followed by assassinalias not been common in Zimbabwe in the last
ten years. However it was prevalent during the $380kurahundi killings in Matabeleland.

8. The 100 year old pattern of impunity for state pérgtors in Zimbabwe has unsurprisingly been
maintained during the violence of 2008.

9. The youth militia was the overwhelmingly most commperpetrators of violence, while the Joint
Operation Command (JOC) has continued to play &kgsrin overseeing and orchestrating the
violence.

10.The combined ZANU PF paramilitary forces of miljtiaar vets and supports accounted for 82% of
the violence, while the MDC/other category accodrite 1% of the violence.

11.Most of the violence (77%) was reported in the éhlviashonaland provinces and Harare. In
Mashonaland East and Central in particular, wandsvéllages that had shown a high MDC vote
were mercilessly targeted, in what can be descritsdabth a policy of punishment for ‘betraying’
Zanu PF, and a pre-emptive strike ahead of theofiyte turn the tide against Morgan Tsvangirai.

12.18% of victims held leadership positions in th&memunities, while 43% claimed MDC affiliation.
1% claimed Zanu PF affiliation. Moreover Zanu PE haecognizable policy of attacking not just
key people in the MDC leadership, but also targgtireir families.

13.During May and June there was a notable shift @fviblence to Harare. Youth militia bases were
set up across the city, in both high and low dgrsiburbs.

14.80% of the victims were aged between 21 and 6@, Wieo of the victims under 10 years old.

15. Reprisal attacks by MDC members amounted to aidracif the assaults, murders and destruction of
property by Zanu PF supporters.



PART I:

An overview of political events since 29 March 2008

1. Introduction

In its report on the March 22008 Harmonised Election the Solidarity Peace fiemorded the
widespread state-led violence that followed theuZBR’s electoral loss in that plebiscite, in thateat

of the SADC led mediation that failed to break pioditical deadlock in the country. The lack of an
outright winner in the Presidential election, ahd tontroversy surrounding the long delay in the
announcement of result of this election, resultethé Presidential run-off on the®3June 2008 and
after as this report shows. Whereas the periocepgieg the March elections was relatively peacdfal t
horrendous violence that marred the period leadmtp the June election, completely undermined the
conditions for a free and fair election. With ktgbretence at creating conditions for Zimbabweans t
practice their democratic right to vote for a caladie of their choice, Zimbabwe’s ruling party rdlleut

a campaign of violence, the degree of which hasaeh witnessed in the country since the
Gukurahundi massacres in Matabeleland and the Nidlan the mid 1980s. Through a combination of
over 100 extra judicial murders, systematic ustutire, widespread displacements, and a general
campaign of terror, the Zimbabwean state targdtedtructures and supporters of the MDC, including
those who had formerly given their support to thleng party. The country’s citizens were left ittlgé
doubt that Robert Mugabe and the military cabaantrol of the Zimbabwean state had no intention of
losing power through the vote, stressing on sevaedsions the supremacy of the gun in Zanu PF’s
statecraft.

As the electoral crisis deepened, the broader magj@nd international aspects of the Zimbabwean
impasse were brought into greater relief, indicatimee complexity of the situation and the broacyaof
political players involved in the Zimbabwe cridis/en as the Mugabe regime evoked more critical
voices in SADC and the AU, the longstanding binaeyween the West and Africa on the Zimbabwe
problem re-asserted itself, proving once agairirtiportance of carefully negotiating the relations
between the national, regional and internationaledisions of the situation. As the country finatigks
set to enter discussions for a negotiated settlgrtteare are likely to be many obstacles aheathdirfg

a solution to Zimbabwe’s problems. Moreover SAD@ #re AU must confront the longer-term
problem of dealing with incumbent regimes that oo to disrespect the electoral process and &se th
control of state power to ‘negotiate’ their way ofielectoral losses, in the name of sovereignty an
liberation legacies. The enormous controversy sumadong President Mbeki’'s mediation, and the
challenges of presenting an alternative to it,ragsed more questions about conflict resolution
mechanisms on the continent. As much as any rg@uditical challenge in Southern Africa, the
Zimbabwean crisis has asked very serious questioost SADC, and the future of democratic
challenges in the region. The future of Zimbabwedkcately balanced and it is hoped that whatever
political settlement emerges from the SADC medmtiill lay the basis for long-term transformation
of the country’s authoritarian political structurétwever the mere fact that major political partave
agreed to hold talks, is an indicator that the dowiion of political and economic pressures on the
Mugabe regime, and the lack of an alternative rtugower for the MDC has necessitated the need for
negotiation.

2. The Presidential Run-Off Election of 27 June 2008

From the orgy of violence unleashed by Zanu PFherMDC and its supporters soon after the March
election, it was clear that prospects for a geheealceptable June election were slim. On repeated
occasions Mugabe, his supporters in the militay lzsis wife made it clear that the pen could not
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supplant the gun in deciding the future of the ¢ourClaiming divine support for his power Mugabe
declared unequivocally that:

The MDC will never be allowed to rule this countrigever ever. Only God, who appointed me,
will remove me - not the MDC, not the British. Orod will remove mé.

Mugabe further warned that “we are prepared tatfighour country and to go to war for f#.”
Bolstering this position the Commander of the Zilmla Defence Forces, General Constantine
Chiwenga stated:

Our comrade, Defence Forces chief, our leader dgrsMugabe and comrade-in-arms will
romp to victory. We say so because we have no ggatomake to any house nigger and
puppets. So much blood was shed and this haskodyen by every Zimbabwean.”

Not to be outdone Mugabe’s wife, Grace, warned figirai that he would “never set foot in State
House” and that Mugabe would “only step down tcegivay to someone from Zanu-PF who knows how
to preserve our sovereignty.”

Such threatening utterances, located in the gemmiahce unleashed during this period, were
accompanied by the arrest of the President of tB&€Miorgan Tsvangirai on several occasions in the
month of the run-off, the arrest of the MDC Seangtaeneral Tendai Biti on the charge of treason and
the arrest and harassment of at least 10 MDC MiRIS2asenators. In response to the perceived threats
to his safety Tsvangirai sought refuge in the Duaibassy a few days before the Juni® @@éction?
Additionally members of the US and British diplomanissions were detained by Zimbabwean police
while attempting to travel to the countryside tdness the violence being perpetrated against the
population® while the state also stopped food aid organizati@are International, Save the Children
and the Adventist Development Relief Agency, fraanrging out their operatiorfs.

The messaging of Mugabe’s Presidential campaigtiraged the anti-colonial theme that has
characterised Mugabe’s discourse since the 20@fiate “We are now”, Mugabe noted, “an
independent country and no longer under colonial Zimbabwe is now for the black peopfeThe
slogan for the Mugabe campaign was “100% Empowetnietal Independence,” and Mugabe warned
of the future take-over of foreign firms. He albodatened to deal with “unethical businesses” gotin
that these would be “our number one agenda aféeeléction.? In response to Mugabe’s belligerent
electoral messages, Tsvangirai’s campaign strebsddage of a man of peace, unwilling to “go to
State House over the dead bodies of Zimbabweans.”

! Rowan Philip and Dominic Mahlangu, “Only God wiimove me!” Sunday Times Z2June 2008.
2 Rowan Philip and Brendan Boyle,"Mugabe declaresW&unday Times, 1%June 2008. This position was echoed by one
of his Deputy Ministers, Hubert Nyanhongo who theead: “Voting for Tsvangirai is a vote for a retiao war” Jason
Moyo, “Zanu-PF is going for broke.” Mail and Guaadj 13" -19" June 2008. Similarly Major-General Martin Chedond
the Army chief of staff told a military audienceSdldiers are not apolitical, only mercenaries g@itical. We should stand
behind our commander-in-chief. If you have othewuihts, then you should remove that uniform.” PE#dricius, Peta
Thornicroft and Murray Williams, “Outcry at Tsvamgi arrest.” Cape Argus'sJune 2008.
3 Charles Rukuni, “Fist Lady shows mettle for hemmaail and Guardian, 6-12 June 2008.
* Commenting on this action the Commissioner ofatmebabwe Police, Augustine Chihuri noted: “We wondéom Mr.
Tsvangirai is running away or hiding from. We dd have any complaints from him or his party, of éimgat of violence or
attempts on his life that would cause him to fearis safety and seek sanctuary in a foreign esyidas Tsvangirai seeks
‘refuge’ at Dutch Embassy.” The Herald,"24une 2008.
®“MDC activists burnt to death, envoys attackeddp€ Times, 8 June 2008.
® Basildon Peta, “Zimbabwe halts food aid and detdisvangirai” Cape Times"&une 2008.
;Chaka Chidyamatiyo, Sydney Kawadza, and Takundadyi “Leave us alone, West told.” The Herald 2086

Ibid.
® MDC Advert: “Free and Fair Impossible.” Zimbabwelependent, 27 Juné23ULY 2008.
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Given the onslaught of violence against the MD@Qdtires and its supporters, Tsvangirai announced on
the 22% June 2008 that he would “no longer participatthia violent, illegitimate sham of an election
process.* This statement was followed on thd"2Rine 2008 with a formal letter to the Chair of the
Zimbabwe Election Commission, stating that:

What has been going on in this country immediaaéigr the elections held on®®arch 2008
is a clear testimony that the elections schedule@7" June 2008 cannot be held efficiently,
freely, fairly, transparently and in accordancehvite law'*

The decision not to participate was supported yntlajor groups in civil society who urgéte SADC,
AU and UN to work with political parties, civil smty, churches and people of Zimbabwe “to facitat
the holding of fresh elections under a new demaccainstitution.”? On the 24th June the UN Security
Council issued a statement regretting that “thepzagn of violence and the restrictions on the pualt
opposition have made it impossible for a free aiddlection to take place” and observed that the
results of the 28 March elections “must be respectéd At the insistence of the SA government this
statement was watered down to prevent it callingydbe’s election illegitimate. Additionally Presiden
Mbeki made a last ditch attempt on thd' I8ne to persuade Mugabe to cancel the run-ofbagih
talks on a negotiated settlement. The ruling padye somewhat taken aback with the decision, with
different messages emerging from the state, batsttessing that Tsvangirai was legally bound to
participate**

The June election subsequently went ahead as maneace with Mugabe ‘winning’ a ‘landslide
victory’ recording 2,150,269 to Tsvangirai’'s 233)0dbtes. Given the widespread reporting and
lobbying on the violence in the country and theéasingly critical voices emerging amongst the
African countries, it was apparent that for thetfirme Mugabe would not receive the same unctitica
support he had come to expect from the African miggdions in the past. The SADC position on the
election was that itdid not represent the will of the people of Zimbabwe,” and recommended a
continuation of the SADC mediatidnThe Observer Mission of the African Union addedciénsure by
stating that the “Election process fell short afeqated AU standards®while the Pan African
Parliamentary Mission concluded that “the currénmiasphere prevailing in the country did not giwseri
to the conduct of free, fair and credible electjbasd called on the SADC leaders working together
with the African Union to “engage the broader pcdit leadership in Zimbabwe into a transitional
negotiated settlement”The latter recommendation reflected a growing seemithin sections of the
African community with the Mbeki led mediation. Wmprisingly the G8 leaders meeting in Japan
declineollsto “accept the legitimacy of any governtrtaat does not reflect the will of the Zimbabwean
people.’

After the sham run-off election Mugabe was hastiBugurated before going off to the AU heads of
state meeting in Egypt. He also began to sendheutniessage that as he once again considered himself
the legally elected president he was willing toagegin a dialogue with the MDC, something he reduse
to do before the election. At his inauguration Mog#hus initiated his post election strategy:

O MDC Press Statement on the Presidential Run-Qff. Rine 2008.

1) etter from MDC President Morgan Tsvangirai to €leair of the Zimbabwe Election Commission™2Z&ine 2008.
12«Civil Society Press Statement on thé"2ine Presidential Run-Off.” J8UNE 2008; see also the minutes of the “Crisis
in Zimbabwe Coalition Meeting to reveal MDC’s Ruift®ull out decision.” 23rd June 2008.

13 United Nations, “Zimbabwe: UN Security Council Bidential Statement.” New York 24lune 2008.

14 «Tsvangirai can’t pull out.” The Herald #Sune 2008.

® SADC Election Observer Mission: Preliminary Stagey’ 27" June 2008.

18 “preliminary Statement of the African Union ObsarMlission.” 29" June 2008.

7 “The Pan-African Parliament Election Observer Missio the Presidential Run-Off and ParliamentayyBections in
Zimbabwe: Interim Statement” $Qune 2008.

18458 Leaders Statement on Zimbabwe.” June 2008.



The elections have come and gone...... it is my hoptesth@ner rather than later, we shall, as
diverse political parties, hold consultations togigasuch serious dialogue as will minimize our
differences and enhance the area of unity and catipe®

Mugabe also sent out a clear message to otheraffleaders before setting out to the AU confer@mce
Egypt, warning that he would not accept criticisnasn leaders he considered ill suited to judge bim
the issue of democratic electoral standards. Hedetdefiantly:

Some African countries have done worse things amehw go to the AU meeting | am going to
challenge some leaders to point out when we haglevoase elections. | would like some

African leaders who are making these statemersittt at me and we would see if those fingers
would be cleaner than mife.

This salvo was in response to criticism from leadike Raila Odinga, Kenya’s Prime Minister who in
early June had lambasted other African leaderadbcriticising their counterpart in Zimbabwe:

It is my view that it is a big embarrassment foriéd. It is hypocritical for African leaders to
talk about democracy and human rights and to leatsithen these things are happening in
Zimbabwe?!

3. The SADC Mediation and International Pressures

Since the SADC meeting in Zambia called to dis¢hesaftermath of the March $@lection in

Zimbabwe, there have been growing differences withe region over the Zimbabwe question.
Countries like Zambia, Botswana and Tanzania hakent an increasingly critical stance on Mugabe.
On June 28 2008, a SADC Troika meeting called to discussstheation in Zimbabwe further revealed
the differences in SADC. While Angola declined tishthe meeting it was eventually held in Swaziland
and attended by Mswati, Kikwete and the SADC Exgeubecretary General. The meeting noted that
because of the violence and the charged politicabgphere in the country the conditions in Zimbabwe
were not conducive for holding the election in amienment that “would be deemed free and f&ir.”
Fully aware of these differences emerging in SADGglbe saw a threat to the future of the
organization while expressing his confidence inrtlegliation role of President Mbeki:

We are surprised by what some SADC leaders araga$pme are even calling for President
Mbeki to stop current mediation efforts while oth@rant him to be replaced. These reckless
statements being made by some SADC leaders cadddethe break- up of SADE.

For his part President Mbeki has sought to mairttearcontrol over the mediation, under the auspodes
SADC, in the face of a great deal of criticismnfrthe MDC and civil society groups in Zimbabwe,
sections of the ANC Alliance, certain countrieshimtSADC and the West. More specifically he has
since the emergence of the quiet diplomacy policghed for a government of national unity, prefgrabl
dominated by a reformed Zanu PF, that he hopeddvemlerge out of a generally acceptable election
process. Mbeki has also been increasingly conceabedt international political players pushing what
he views as their ‘regime change projects’ in Zitmbke. In his words:

19 «“president sworn in, appeals for unity.” The Hdr&d" June 2008.

20 sydney Kawadza, “.....no country should dictategoRresident.” The Herald, 92une 2008.

2 peter Fabricius, Peta Thornicroft and Murray \&litlis, “Outcry at Tsvangirai’s arrest.” Cape Argu$,J&ne 2008.
22 SADC, ‘The SADC Troika of Heads of State and Goveent”, 25" June 2008, Kingdom of Swaziland..

2 sydney Kawadza, “....no country should dictate toRresident.” The Herald #7une 2008.
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There are some farther afield from us who choogkesaribe us as a so-called Rogue
Democracy...... because we refuse to serve as theiesudstklipgooiersagainst especially
President Robert Mugal3é.

Certainly the pressure on his mediation has ineaasbstantially from several quarters since thecMa
29" election and the violence that ensued and the ghasidential run-off in June. At an international
level increasing pressure from the USA and the Wkhed the issue on to the UN agenda supported by
the agreement at a G8 meeting in Japan to tiglaectisns against Zimbabwe'’s ruling elite and tcspre
for the appointment of a special United Nationsagno Zimbabwe® US President Bush labeled the
Presidential run-off “a sham”, while British Fage Secretary, in an attempt to enroll SA suppaort f
further sanctions against the Mugabe regime, arguadre nuanced position against Mugabe:

Robert Mugabe’s misrule does not invalidate theggite for independence; our colonial history
does not mean we cannot denounce what is wrongmbisé difficult argument against
promoting democracy was the notion that democracith be homegrown and that it was
neither legitimate nor effective when promoted bysaders>®

The UN deputy-secretary general Asha Rose Migso Ahd harsh words for the Mugabe regime,
noting that the situation in Zimbabwe was the “Bmgyeatest challenge in southern Africa” not only
because of the terrible humanitarian consequendesldp because of the “dangerous political pretede
it sets.®” In mid July an attempt to pass a UN Security @duResolution for sanctions against key
leaders in the Mugabe regime as well as to imposr@as embargo against the regime was vetoed by
China and Russia, supported by South Africa. TheAbdtbassador to the UN, Zalmay Khalilzad was
quite forthright in expressing his government’sptiasure with the SA position noting that it was
particularly disturbing, given the role that intational sanctions played in the democratizatiorc@ss

in South Africa, “for its representative to be @ating the horrible regime in Zimbabwe.” He wentton
note that thus far Mbeki’'s mediation had “beenilufa” and that he was “out of touch with the trend
his own country.?® US Government spokesman Sean McCormack furtheredd that the South
African Government “has an increasing awareneddltieaeyes of the world are not only on Zimbabwe,
but also on them?

From within Zimbabwe the relationship between MD@dtdent Morgan Tsvangirai and Thabo Mbeki
has for long been one of distrust, and Tsvangiderhis suspicions of Mbeki known on several
occasions. In early June 2008 media reports emetggding a letter written by Tsvangirai to Mbeki
stating that the MDC saw Mbeki’s role as mediatfraeither appropriate nor effective,” and that the
MDC took exception to the South African Presideptsition as “exclusive mediator.” The letter
accused Mbeki of not only being unable “to denouheewell documented post election attacks on our
people”, but also claimed that the South Africanggament played a role in the procurement of
“weapons of repression” for the Mugabe regime ittoubled post-election periddWhile President
Mbeki's office denied receiving the lettéand there were conflicting responses from the MDE,
sentiments expressed exposed continuing tensianede the Zimbabwean opposition and the SA
Presidency. At the end of June another report eadergwhich Tsvangirai accused Mbeki of lobbying
the African Union to recognize Mugabe’s presideffcy.

24 Chara Carter, “Mbeki stands his ground on Zimbab@ape Times 13 June 2008. “Klipgooiers” is the Afrikaans word
for “stonethrowers.”

%5 peter Fabricius, “Slap in face for Mbeki as G8xir UN envoy to mediate in Zimbabwe.” Cape Tigr@5July 2008.

% Hopewell Radebe, “UK seeks SA backing for Haramcsions.” Business Day™"&uly 2008.

27« ow-key support for Mugabe at AU.” Business D&y July 2008.

28 Joe Lauria, “UN Zim vote sours US-SA relationstieTSunday Independent,™.3uly 2008.

29 Rowan Philip and Dominic Mahlangu, “Only God wiimove me!” Sunday Times, #2lune 2008.

% Wally Mbhele and Dominic Mahlangu, “If you go dke this, there will be no country left.” Sundayiés, ' June 2008.
> Wally Mbhele, Dominic Mahlangu and Mpumelelo Mkle#h “Frank Chikane’s lie is exposed.” Sunday Tir@8sune
2006.

%2 Rowan Philip, “Mbeki gives Mugabe thumbs up-agaBunday Times, 29June 2008.
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By early July 2008 President Mbeki was thus fightio keep his mediation alive in the context of
growing tensions in SADC, increasing internatiopra@ssure, critical voices from within the ANC
Alliance, distrust from the MDC and a recalcitrand bellicose ruling party in Zimbabwe relying more
than ever on force to stay in power. However tlspuatie over the UN Security Council vote allowed
Mbeki to gather African solidarity again as Africatates, having confirmed their support for the Mbe
mediation and a government of national unity atAkeconference in Egypt, largely stood by what was
considered the African position of continued negodns under the SADC process. Once again the
polarization between Africa and the West, alwafjactor in the Zimbabwe crisis, reared its head and
this gave the South African President the momerttupush ahead with inter-party talks in Zimbabwe.
In mid July 2008 President Mbeki tried to get Z&tfuand the two MDCs to sign an inter party
agreement to pave the way for power-sharing netjmis A meeting arranged by Mbeki in Harare was
subsequently attended by Mugabe, Mutambara and iMAethe last minute Tsvangirai refused to
attend the meeting on the basis that a numberrafitons for such negotiations to begin had nonbee
met. These included:

* The immediate cessation of violence and the withdtand disbanding of militia groups,
paramilitary camps and illegal road blocks.

* The normalization of the political environment, luting the release of more than 1500 political
prisoners, cessation of political persecution dlmhéng the currently besieged MDC leadership to
conduct business and travel without hindrance.

» The reinstatement of access by humanitarian orgaaiss to the people of Zimbabwe in order to
provide food, medical and other critical servide®tighout the country.

» Parliament must be sworn in and begin working @pkople’s business.
« The mediation team is expanded to include an AlbgriY

However notwithstanding these demands, Tsvandihagabe and Mutambara met on the 21st July
2008 to sign a Memorandum of Understanding brokbyeBresident Mbeki, the culmination of over a
year of protracted mediation. The preamble of tl@Ure-asserts “the centrality and importance of
African institutions in dealing with African probies,” a direct response from Mbeki to what he
perceived as undue pressure from outside. The mgraealso sets out, amongst other guidelines, that:

* The parties commit themselves to a dialogue withh edher “with a view to creating a genuine,
viable, permanent and sustainable solution to theo@bwean situation.”

* During the course of the dialogue the parties giatl'take any decisions that have a bearing on the
agenda of the Dialogue,” such as the conveningadidPent or the formation of a new government.

* The parties “will take all necessary measuresitoiehte all forms of political violence, including
by non-state actors, and to ensure the securpgisons and property.”

* The parties “shall refrain from using abusive |laaggl that may incite hostility, political intoleranc
and ethnic hatred or undermine each other.”

» The implementation of the agreement shall be “und#en and guaranteed by the Facilitator,
SADC and the AU*

¥ president Tsvangirai’s Statemerif, Rily 2008. On the matter of the expansion of tleeliation team it was reported that
Tsvangirai stated that AU Commission Chair Jeaig Rdfd him not to cooperate with Mbeki until an Advoy was
appointed to the mediation. South Africa’s Deputydign Minister, Aziz Pahad claimed that this wéfaie issue” and that
the MDC was “spinning a yarn”. Dumisani Muleya, V&sgirai pulls out of signing talks agreement.” Biess Day 1% July
2008.
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Additionally, and in order to meet a growing demémin the MDC and other voices in SADC, the AU
and the UN, a “reference group” was set up to adssmediation, including AU Commission Chair
Jean Ping, the UN Zimbabwe Envoy Haile Menkerios, BADC Emissary George Chikéti.

The signing of the MOU has been the result of savfactors. Firstly the March 2008 Harmonised
Election made it clear that both Mugabe and hismgubarty have lost the support and confidencéef t
majority of Zimbabweans. The violence that follovibd elections and illegitimate Presidential ruh-of
that took place at the end of June only confirnieésl Ibss of electoral and political legitimacy ¢t

part of Zanu PF and its president. The electioo slowed the weakness of the structures of theguli
party and corrosive effects of the on-going sudoedsattle in the party.

Secondly the growing criticisms of Mugabe within[38 and the AU and their unwillingness for the
first time to support and provide solidarity foshgresidential “victory’ provided Mugabe with clear
signals that his support base in the region andahénent had declined. This has led to a growing
reliance of Mugabe on Mbeki’s role in the mediatidhirdly the growing international pressure from
the G8 and the UN, provided further evidence toMlugiabe regime that its international isolation was
growing. Although there were divisions between\test and Africa on the one hand, and the West and
China and Russia on the other, the internation@hfibn given to this issue placed more pressure on
SADC to seek an African solution to the Zimbabweasis. The fact that the EU renewed its targeted
sanctions against the members of the Zanu PF lgaigan July 2008 is a further reminder to the
Mugabe regime that their future without a politisattlement would be bleak. Fourthly both MDC
formations have long realized that outside of tghiold of state power through an election process,
their most likely route to some share of power widu through a negotiated settlement. The altemat
of mass action to bring down the Mugabe regimeldwals=d increasingly improbable, notwithstanding
the hopes and brave attempts of some groups icitttemovement. Such actions have been an
important part of the struggle against Mugabe’'faritarian rule, but the effectiveness of their
interventions have been increasingly undermined bygmbination of ruthless state repression and
catastrophic economic decline that has weakenepubkc sphere of political and civic activity. Unew
of these developments there should be a cautidirmispn around the possibility of the mediation
producing a political settlement in the country.

There are no doubt serious obstacles ahead, thieotmmsus of which is the continued capacity for
destructive politics on the part of the ruling paftievertheless a broader process of accountahaisy
been put in place for the current discussions hisdprovides for more levers of pressure on thegss.
This does not guarantee success but may provideaasrio develop a broad consensus on those forces
in the process who seek to block progress.

4. Recommendations

1. Full support should be given to the negotiatiorat tlave been initiated under the MOU
signed on the 21July 2008.

2. While the MOU has imposed tight restriction on naealccess to the proceedings of the
negotiation, the facilitator should make considéafforts to provide regular reports to the
public on the progress of the talks. Zimbabwean® ladready been kept in the dark for too
long since the SADC mediation began in 2007.

3. Although there are no transitional justice questispecifically mentioned for discussion
under the MOU, Zimbabwean civil society groups naasitinue their advocacy on the
dangers of granting further immunity to those wlawdcommitted human rights abuses in the

3 Memorandum of Understanding between Zimbabwe Afritlational Union (Patriotic Front) and the Two Mavent for
Democratic Change Formations.*2Iuly 2008.
* Dumisani Muleya, “New Dawn in Zimbabwe as Mugabeepts deal.” Business Day"32uly 2008.
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post independence period. These charges relatyamthe abuses committed by the
Zimbabwean state. Thus a recent report by the HuBcgnce Research Council in South
Africa recommending that the international commyfibnsider pushing for multilateral
sanctions targeting both Zanu PF and the MDC testiEem violence” is an absurd reading
of the facts of violence in Zimbabwe in the receast.*® Such questions must, in the near
future, be brought on to the political agenda imEabwe.

4. In the event of Mugabe and his party once agaiokig the mediation process in the current
round of negotiations,

» SADC should consider diplomatic sanctions agaimstMugabe regime.

* Arenewed process must be initiated to bring UNcBans against Zimbabwe’s ruling
party.

» Civic groups in the region and internationallyparticular trade unions, must
mobilise for further isolation of the Mugabe regime

Photo 2: funeral of Tonderai Ndira, 25 May: Tend&hidziwo, front right, survived an
abduction and a bullet to the head and lung on 2&n&.

% Human Science Research Council/ Africa Policyituit, Saving Zimbabwe: An Agenda for Democratic Peace.
Pretoria/Nairobi 2008.
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PART II:

Political violence: April to June 2008

1. Background

In view of the recently signed Memorandum of Untierding between Robert Mugabe, Morgan
Tsvangirai and Arthur Mutambara, and the agreeméhin this that political violence should stop
forthwith, it seems important to take stock of #i@ence that has occurred in the last few mordhs,
of the long term consequences and challengeshbatuntry now faces as a result.

Section 10 of the MOU relates Security of persons as follows:

(a) Each Party will issue a statement condemnimgpitomotion and use of violence and call for
peace in the country and shall take all measuregssary to ensure that the structures and
institutions it controls are not engaged in thegeration of violence.

(b) The Parties are committed to ensuring thatléveis applied fairly and justly to all persons
irrespective of political affiliation.

(c) The Parties will take all necessary measureslitainate all forms of political violence, inclundj
by non-state actors, and to ensure the securipeasons and property.

(d) The Parties agree that, in the interim, thelt work together to ensure the safety of any
displaced persons and their safe return home aatllibmanitarian and social welfare
organisations are enabled to render such assistasamight be required.

This chapter of the report will review the scafgention and impact of the 2008 violence, which has
occurred within the context of a highly repressavel intolerant system of governance, with a long
history of beating and murdering political opporgefithis goes back to the colonial era, and wagysadl
perpetuated throughout the last nearly thirty y@amost independent Zimbabweln view of the
massive damage to the community fabric and themaltipsyche that a hundred years of oppressive
government has done, a major challenge facing Zimvbans today is that of promoting “equality,
national healing and cohesion, and unity” — onthefprimary aims bravely set out in the MOU. There
have been false and flawed attempts at unity irp#st in Zimbabwe, but it is to be hoped that veadt
at a point in which a new opportunity may be présgntself. However, the road to recovery on every
front in Zimbabwe will be rocky, and the violencktloe last three months has done immeasurable
further damage to relationships and communitiessacthe nation.

Halting the violence, applying the law justly angsaring the safe reincorporation of the displaced i
communities that have been murdering their own nemband continue to do so to date in some cases
- is going to be no simple matter, and will requlre constant monitoring and oversight of Zimbahwea
civic groups and possibly of regional civic mong@t grass roots level.

While our understanding of the 2008 violence remaiartial at this stage, this report incorporates a
substantial part of what is known nationally toejand is reflective of its scale and impact.

37 See Joshua Nkomo’s comments on the front padeoféport, made after 4 years of “Gukurahundi” saases in the west
of Zimbabwe that left more than 10,000 dead.
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2. Sources

This report incorporates information fra®n 320 formal interviewswith victims of human rights abuses
conducted by health professionals and NGO staffsscthe country during the last three months. In
addition to this quantitative data, the authorspeally interviewed around 50 individuals for a mor
depth understanding of violence on the ground, @bkas carrying out key informant interviews with
health professionals and civic activists.

The data incorporates 618 April interviews alreadgd in our previous report, released on 21 May
2008. This report also draws on formal informatimw available relating tmore than a further
2,600 individual victims of human rights violations.

During the course of May and June:

e 289 victimssought medical and other help for abuses daticl teaApril, and these reports
have now been added in to thxéginal 618 April victim reports , increasing the original
April database by 47%.

« 1,364 victimssought medical and other help during May, for alsubat took place in May.
This excludes the people seeking help for Aprilsasuduring May.

« 1,049 victimshad, by the end of June, sought medical and bilerfor June abuses.

This excludes those who sought help in June fosedoccurring during either April or May.

This gives the authors provisional totals of vidias follows:

April: 907
May: 1364
June: 1049

TOTAL: 3320

It is our assumption based on the experience dwetast twelve weeks that thene victim figures will
increase by between 30% and 4%lring the course of July and August, as victimally manage to
access help (see section ahead on delays in angetssatment).

Of the 1,049 cases from June, there are 366 viatihtsse data has not yet been extensively enteted in
database, owing to the sheer pressure of workhteabeen faced by those processing the data @ver th
last three months. All information pertaining tonduhereforeinderstates by 30%the scale of what

has happened, in terms of numbers of injuries/gieajors / types of offences — this is in additiohe
understatement owing to the time lag in seeking.hel

What is clear is that the violence escalated duxiag and remained intense throughout May and June.
This pattern differs from that observed in Zimbaloeing previous phases of election violence: ugual
violence tapers off in the final fortnight beforgall, to coincide with the arrival of internatidna
observers and journalists. There was no such tapeff of violence in the weeks leading in to théd'2
June poll, a fact which, together with other coiogi$ in the country, led to the withdrawal from taee

of Morgan Tsvangirai.

Post 27 June violence:

In the weeks immediately following the 27 June palblent assaults and ten political murders took
place, mainly in Mashonaland East, Manicaland ar@dokwe, with isolated reports from other parts of
the country. In the second week of July there weperts of perceived MDC supporters being beaten
and displaced in Mberengwa and having livestockread from them in Masvingo. To date, in mid
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July, it is obvious that violence has not entirgbated, and new violence related problems havegader
which will be discussed separately ahead.

3. Delays and difficulties of trying to access or deler health care

These 3,320 victims remain only a fraction of thaswially directly affected by violence, the majpri

of which we believe have failed and may continu&tbto access appropriate medical and other help,
either because they are too afraid or too ill #kdeelp, or do not have the resources to traveldmr
centres for help, or are unaware of how and whegstfor help.

At the time of writing this report in the secondekeof July, in the rural district of Gokwe in therth
Midlands province, several victims were activelynigeprevented from leaving the rural district haapi

to seek adequate medical attention in Harare. Tinekeded 5 burn victims. Hospital staff were under
instruction from an army Major Mpofu who had commeered control of the hospital, NOT to give any
treatment to these victims, and not to allow argeas to them by anyone. A Medicin Sans Frontier
ambulance was held up for 18 hours and returnedyetoiarare, when it attempted to retrieve the
most severely injured of these victifisThis is an extreme and reprehensible example stfodttive
behaviour by the state, severely impinging on iplets to health care — and possibly life - of allga
tortured individuals. There have been other repover the last three months of road blocks inlrura
areas preventing victims from being retrieved f&dmal attention.

Victims affected by APRIL violationsan evaluation of April cases in which people matbip access
care in either April, May or June shows the follogi

JUNE, 9%

MAY, 23%

APRIL, 68%

i. APRIL VICTIMS: presenting for help over three month s

Charts i and ii show that a sizable number of metwait more than a week to access adequate health
care, with a small number going for more than twanths before accessing such care. Many of those
who finally enter the private health care systeraither Harare or Bulawayo have often attended a
clinic or hospital in their rural setting, only teceive inadequate services. The authors have spoke
individuals with fractures and severe wounds wheehazeen treated in rural hospitals or clinics, wher

3 Interviews, Harare 4 July and Bulawayo 10 July&®00

16



there are no x-ray facilities, no Plaster of Pand no antibiotics to treat them. By the time thaywe in
a major centre their injuries have been complicatethe delay: bones start to bind crookedly, waund
become necrotic and severe infections can setsojting in kidney failure among other problems.

Delay of 9-12
weeks, 6%

Delay of 1-4
weeks, 46%

Delay of 5-8
weeks, 48%

ii. APRIL VICTIMS: seeking help in May or June - delay in weeks

Our experience since April indicates that we cgoeek people who were injured both before and after
27 June to continue to enter the health care sytemughout July, August and even into September.

Woman, aged 34, two children, from Murewa, Mashoaatl Central: (beaten, wounds poisoned
and homestead burnt down. Two weeks delay in adogdsealth care).

On 10" June at night, 40 ZANU youths came to my homesteach a known MDC activist and
supporter. They forced me out of my hut and maddierdown. They beat me with baton sticks for

a long time. Then they poured Paraquat on my wauR@dsaquat is a very poisonous weed killer,
which if ingested can cause serious damage or glelatvent to the clinic where they gave me
paracetamol but | was in agony. | knew | had totgebwn but had no money. | sold my entire
harvest to raise the bus fare, but this took meveeek. | came to Harare around the 17 June, to stay
with my uncle. He did not have money for me to gd¢hie hospital. It took until the 24 June for
somebody to organise for me to come to this clMiben | was in Harare | was told that the ZANU
youth had returned to my homestead and had butmtlite ground. My children are staying with

my mother but | am worried about them. | have &atrything. fee Photo Y
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Photo 3: this man had a cobbler’s needle repeateuighed through his hand by ZANU youth
militia in Chiweshe. It then took him ten days taeess health care, by which time his hand was
very infected and swollen to the size of a boxingvg. [Photo taken 26 June]

Photo 4: this woman had Paraquat, a weed killer,yved into her thigh wounds after a severe
beating by youth militia in Murewa on 10 June. lobk her two weeks to access health care.
Almost four weeks later, the wounds are still lividécause of the weed killer aggravating the
healing process. [Photo taken 3 July].
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Ironically, it is often the youngest and fittesttbé tortured who manage to make their way out of
remote districts like Gokwe and Zaka to seek me@iod other assistance. The authors interviewed a
young man from Gokwe who had been brutally tortued had his house burnt down during June, who
managed to walk 60 km on his feet that had beetebdar hours, in order to reach a point where he
could catch a bus to Bulawayo. He was hospitalsedrrival, but only a very strong young man would
have been capable of enduring such a journey turéaol feet. There are many needy victims who
cannot make such journeys and whose accountsfefisigf we have yet to hear.

An important priority in the next month has to begin access to those who may be injured in iedlat
parts of the country and in need of medical atntiThe state needs to facilitate and not hindehsu
access.

4. Difficulties and Dangers in trying to access information and offer help

The targeting of lawyers, journalists, human rigtefenders and health professionals continued and
intensified ahead of the June run off. There wekegal instances in which lawyers in rural areasewe
arrested when they appeared at the courts to eagrethers already in custody. Lawyer Eric Matireeng
—who is also a recently elected MDC MP - was &eckfor “inciting violence” in Buhera on 31 M4y,
and in late June another lawyer, Mr. Jana, wadailyiarrested. Several prominent human rights
lawyers fled Zimbabwe after receiving death threaid after realising they were under surveillance.

ZADHR reported on 26 June that they were facingwlielming numbers of victims and that the
process of “accurately recording, enumerating aradyaing the data has been hampered by the risk of
harassment from government agencies or those antthg name of government”. The large numbers
of victims seeking help for very severe injuriesd@md “impossible at times to find enough beds for
hospital admission, including space in ‘Intensivare.™°

Raids on the offices of legitimate NGOs and th&ffdrave continued, particularly in the wake o th
suspending of all humanitarian assistance by govem. Such raids have been reported into the post
run off period, with the arrest in Gweru on 17 Jofythe NANGO representative. Papers relating to
political victims of violence were seized in thad.

Journalists have remained highly at risk and tlhere been several arrests of local journalists, and
threats against others. Documenting unfolding essegThains a personally risky enterprise in
Zimbabwe?!

5. Deaths and Enforced Disappearances

There have been 106 confirmed political murderthélast three months. However, indications are tha
this list will grow as more information comes tghi. June has been the worst month so far for msirde
with 47. There have been 10 confirmed murderserfitist two weeks of July ie post the June poll.

The Mashonaland rural provinces, in particular Messttand East, have had the most murders, at 54%
of all deaths, followed by Harare (15%), Manicalamd Masvingo (12%) and Midlands (7%). There
have been no officially documented deaths in théabkseland provinces.

Of these deaths:

39 ZLHR statement, “ Unwarranted attacks on HumarhRidpefenders and Legitimate Political OpponentstiBoe”, 3
June 2008.

0 ZADHR, statement, 26 June 2008.

*I MISA has produced regular updates on the haragsmhgournalists this year.
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Two of the murdered were ZANU PF supporting waevats killed by MDC activists in Cashel
Valley on 10 June.

There are also unconfirmed reports of a war végdiin Gokwe immediately after the run off,
allegedly by MDC supporters (not included in cutriggures).

Two were ZANU PF officials shot dead in Mutoko ah Iday allegedly by government agents,
for reasons unclear although it is believed to Haeen linked to local power struggles.

The other 102 deaths — 96% - have been of MDC stgrsckilled by ZANU PF supporters or
state actors.

JULY APRIL
(1st two weeks) 16
10 15%

10%

MAY
33
31%

JUNE
47
44%

iii. DEATHS by month, all provinces

Midlands Harare
7 16
Masvingo 7% 15%
13
12%
Manicaland
13
12%
Mash E/W/C
57
54%

iv. DEATHS by Province, April, May, June.
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Stabbed
1
1%

Drowned
1
1%

Aducted
45
42%

Assaulted
44
42%

8% 6%

v. METHOD of Murder

 Among the 106 known dead are 14 women, one of whvampregnant. The pregnant woman
was beaten until she miscarried and was then demggtical care until she bled to death.

« Two children have also died in political violenoae aged 4 and one aged 6; in both cases,
involving separate incidents, the children died wparents were attacked by ZANU militia and
the homes in which they were sleeping were buratrdo

The most common form of murder in every month watsduction followed by death:known activists
would be abducted from their homes, at road blaclelsewhere and either be very efficiently and
quickly assassinated, as in the case of Tonderaafdor taken to a ZANU PF torture base and tortured
to death. Bodies of those witnessed to have beductdd were found, often days or weeks later, throw
aside in farmland or near to the activists’ honMany bore signs of horrible and painful deaths.

Enforced disappearances

There are possibly scores of activists who are kntmahave been abducted and who have not been seen
since, and the authors fear that at least someeahissing are dead and either buried in shallavey

or rotting in the open. The true scale of how mare/missing will only become clear in the course of

the next year, as many of these activists mayuprs in Johannesburg, having fled the countrynor i

other rural districts within Zimbabwe where theyynave escaped for safety. However, some may

well not turn up. Indications of this are that lre tdays immediately following the 27 June pollréhe

were reports of corpses being dropped off by palmetrucks at Parirenyatwa hospital morgue in

Harare. These unconfirmed reports by staff at thepital refer to 13 such bodies. There have bdear ot
unconfirmed reports of bodies believed to be pm@ltmurder victims being dropped off at other

“2 Ndira was abducted at 5 am on 14 May by eight imeswits and taken away in a truck with differanmber plates on the
front and back. An official autopsy conducted afiesr body was recovered a week later indicatedhtbdtad died of
asphyxiation, probably very shortly after abductittrwas erroneously reported in the media that&ltad had his lips and
tongue cut out: the independent pathologist whalooted the autopsy confirmed that the disfigurenoéhis face was
caused purely by maggot activity. This was a vepfgssional, targeted assassination of a key attivi
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Photo 5: Joshua Bakacheza, an MDC activist, was abigd by men in a truck on 25 June 2008 in
Msasa, Harare and shot in the head a few hours latccording to his colleague who miraculously
survived a bullet to the head and the lungs in theme incident. Joshua’s body was missing for ten
days and was then discovered lying in the open aluly. This pattern of abduction and subsequent
murder account for 45 known deaths during the lakree months. It is alleged that others who have
been abducted are still whereabouts unknown.

hospitals around the countty. This alleged disposal of corpses can be seeai@siding with the
closure of some of the ZANU base camps in the vedikbe run off.

Tonderai Ndira, abducted and murdered on 14 May 2@ only found a week later after a tip off that
a corpse that might be him was lying in a Harargpital morgue along with other paupers’ bodies. The
corpse was subsequently identified as Tonderaipblytby virtue of his unusual height and his bfet;e
as the face was so disfigured by maggots. It mdlyheehe intention of the state to drop the bodies

the politically murdered off in public morgues hogithat they will eventually and anonymously be
buried in paupers’ graves.

An interview by the authors with an activist whosa®eld and tortured over several days on a farrtihnor
of Harare, further indicates there have been mamslared than we can yet account for. The intervéeewe
was publicly whipped at ZANU rallies in MDC suppag areas over the last weekend before the run
off, as a deliberate lesson on how the state ttkatMDC leadership. At one point he was locked mnt
room on a farm with two rotting corpses and anotherm, who was shot in both legs and barely still
alive. The interviewee has no idea of the ideruftthese other three victinis.

Many of these abductions followed by slow or queslecution fit the criteria for enforced
disappearances, a particularly pernicious formxtrfagudicial killing with very severe long term
consequences for families and communities. Famaliedeft without closure, being thus deprivedhs t
basic human right to mourn their dead, and theibitisg of being forcibly vanished strikes terrarto

“3 Interviews with health care staff in Harare, 3yJ2008.
*4 Interview, Harare, 4 July 2008.
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the hearts of communities. In Matabeleland, whefereed disappearances may affect as many as one
in four families, the unburied dead continue toseaproblems for the living. Precisely because of the
vicious implications of enforced disappearanced,the impunity for perpetrators that accompanies it
new Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Eforced Disappearancess in the process

of ratification by United Nations Member Statessltinfortunate that this Convention has not yeinbe
ratified by the required number of nations to miaketernationally enforceable, but nonetheless the
authorities of Zimbabwe can and should be held atzdole for the more than one hundred extra
judicial killings, which include some enforced dip@arances, that have taken place in 2008. The
impunity with which people perceived to support floditical opposition have been murdered, points to
an official policy of the state.

Enforced disappearances: last seen in 1985

This pattern of abduction followed by assassinatias not been common in Zimbabwe in the last ten
years. However it was prevalent during the 1980ku@hundi killings in Matabeleland, particularly in
1985. People in Matabeleland have commonly repdhat] ahead of the 1985 general election, key
leaders in their communities were taken by truckbk wo number plates in the middle of the night and
those people have never been seen d§ainerestingly, it was Emmersen Mnangagwa who vesestof
the CIO in 1985, and it is Mnangagwa who is allégeliving the policy of JOC at this time.

6. Impunity for ZANU, Arrests for MDC

The Parties are committed to ensuring that theiapplied fairly and justly to all persons
irrespective of political affiliation. [MOU, 10.(B)]

The one hundred year old pattern of impunity fatesperpetrators in Zimbabwe has unsurprisingly
been maintained during the violence of 2008. Attime of writing, there are reported to be between
500 and 1,000 MDC activists in police cells charggith various political crimes, including burning
down huts and assaulting ZANU PF supporféiBhe authors have tracked politically motivatedsis
over the last 8 years, and in 2005 we documenteéattt that out of nearly 2,000 political arrestgio
five years, only 4 convictions of the oppositionrevachieved, none for violent crim®&sArresting the
opposition is a form of state harassment, dematgiand demoralising the MDC, and bears little
relation to actual lawlessness.

In comparison, there are very few ZANU PF militiggr veterans or army members in jail, even though
it is clear that many thousands of these have deeatly responsible for murder, abduction, gargra
and brutal torture. More than 90% of the violenas i fact been perpetrated by the state or onlfoeha
of the ruling party.

Arrests of MPs — a way of undermining opposition mgrity in the House of Assembly

The recent charging of Tendai Biti with treasontlos basis of an allegedly forged document fall$iwit
this pattern, as does the apparent policy to aamsicharge at least ten opposition MPs with crimes
order to neutralise the opposition majority in Hh@euse of Assembly.

Apart from Biti’s arrest, the following MPs havedrearrested: Mischeck Shoko, MP for Chitungwiza
South; Trevor Saruwaka, MP for Mutasa Central; vi&hMudiwa, MP for Mutare West; Amos
Chibaya, MP for Mkoba; Heya Shoko, MP for Bikitee®¥]; Eliah Jembere, MP for Epworth; Naison
Nemadziwa, MP for Buhera South; Eric Matinenga, fdiPBuhera West; lan Kay, MP for Marondera

> Eppel, S: “Healing the dead: exhumation and rethas truth-telling and peace-building activitigiral Zimbabwe” in
T. Borer, “Telling the Truths: truth telling andge® building in post conflict societies”, Notre DaRress, 2006.

4% Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace and|lRgsources Foundation: “Breaking the Silence, Bog True Peace:
a report on the disturbances in Matabeleland amd/idlands, 1980-1987, Harare, 1998.

*"VOA, “Zimbabwe opposition activists poisoned aditfmal violence continues”, 15 July 2008.

“8 SPT, “Policing the State”, September 2005.
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Central; Norman Mpofu, MP for Bulilima East. Twergtors have been arrested: John Masaba, Senator
for Kariba; Lutho Tapera, Senator for Bulilima-Mave A further 6 MPs are in hiding because they are
wanted by the police: Pearson Mungofa, MP for HeJtdfEast; Shepherd Mushonga, MP for Mazowe
Central; Elton Mangoma, MP for Makoni North; PihBanga, MP for Mbare; Broadwin Nyaude, MP

for Bindura South; Edmore Marima, MP for BikitadE®

In terms of the Constitution Sections 41, 42, aBdath MP sentenced for six months or more for a
criminal offence loses his Seat. The MDC majonityarliament is only ten seats at the moment, so
finding MDC MPs spuriously guilty and forcing byeetions is one way of ZANU trying to regain their
majority in the Housé®

The beginning of the end of impunity?
The impunity for ZANU PF perpetrators was totalidgrthe run off period, although since then, there
are isolated reports of ZANU PF youth and war \&isrbeing arrested for offences.

» There have been arrests of some of the war veteeapsnsible for the life threatening assaults
on Ben Freeth and the Campbells, commercial farméavtashonaland Central who were
abducted and beaten in late June.

* In Plumtree in Matabeleland a magistrate found eweteran guilty of stock theft on 17 July and
sentenced him to nine years in jail, after he auahito killing a beast to feed himself and others
at a war vet base in the distri¢t.The accused openly admitted to the theft, beligthat the
magistrate would exonerate him because he wasatiofral duty” at the time, but apparently
the moment of impunity has passed in the eyesrmaesnagistrates at least.

* In Masvingo, there are also reports that the p@reenow arresting those who have damaged or
stolen property during the run off period, in there of politics’

* In Bulawayo on 21 July, nine ZANU supporters frombBwere charged with public violence
and damage to property after evicting MDC suppertemm their resettlement area and forcing
them to dismantle their homestead. One of the actw®men fainted in the dock: people are
shocked to discover that the protection of theedtals — in some instances - evaporated.

» There are unspecified reports of similar arrestgriveng to take place in Mashonaland.

Thus it seems that there is a trickle of arrests@mvictions of those responsible for politically
motivated property theft and damage — althoughasthiese seem to be happening in areas where there
were fewer offences and possibly therefore mongctahce by state actors to commit violence in the
first place. The phenomenon of war vets and miitenmandeering and slaughtering the cattle, goats
and chickens of alleged MDC supporters, has bederlwreported over the last three months, and it is
to be hoped that this first conviction of stockftivell open the way for others.

However, in other parts of the country post pgtloes continue to come in of livestock theft with
impunity. It is reported that in Zaka and Gutu iad¥ingo province, youth militia are maintainingithe
bases and are extorting goats as “fines” from MDfpsrters who left the area to escape persecution
and who are now returning.

More seriously, there have been very few reportegsts for the one hundred plus murders, or for the
thousands of cases of assault and torture by ZARWGUpporters, in spite of almost every victim being
able to name at least some of their persecutord.wfrile it is important to lay charges against thos
who at village level have carried out heinous csragainst their neighbours, it would be of great

9 Bill Watch 29/2008, 18 July 2008.

%9 |bid.

*! The Standard, “War veteran jailed for stock the2t) July 2008.

2 The Daily Nation, “Mugabe’s party deserts suppwite21 July 2008.

*3 The Standard, “Join Blair in London War vets MIDC returnees”, 20 July 2008.
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significance if those senior army officers, MPs aflaers who incited and gave impunity to these esm
at the time were also made accountable.

Government has an urgent responsibility to senca@ttong message that murder, assault, theft and

destruction of property will not be condoned andppérators must be arrested and charged irrespectiv
of their affiliations or seniority.

The Violence

1. Perpetrators over time

In our 21 May report, we outlined the role beingygd by the Joint Operational Command (JOC) - the
combined forces of the police, army, prisons an@d €lin fomenting and directing much of the violenc
nationwide. In April, there was a recognisable gratiof key individuals, often high ranking membefs
the police and army, who would go into an areasetdip and spearhead patterns of violence and
establish bases of youth militia and war veterans.

* In May and June there was a clear falling off & tlirect role played by JOC in the actual day to
day implementation of violence. The violence appddo become self perpetuating without the
daily oversight of JOC.

* Youth militia became the overwhelmingly most comnpanpetrators of violence, particularly in
the north and east of the country.

* The army remained the major perpetrator within J&&Ng responsible for 9% of violence and
for 51% of violence involving JOC.

» JOC was responsible for 17% of violence, or orgxnncidents.

» JOC and specific individuals in JOC have continteeplay key roles in overseeing and
orchestrating the violencé.

* The combined ZANU PF paramilitary forces of youthitia, war vets and supporters accounted
for 82% of violence

» The MDC/other accounted for 1% of violence.

ZANU PF Members of Parliament: Victims have continued to report ZANU-elect MPshaing

among those either inciting violence or even uradeng it. Paddington Sibanda, the ZANU- elect MP
for Goromonzi, is alleged to have personally whippa MDC council candidate from his area at Bora
Shopping Centre on 22 June.

Foreign soldiers:there have been disturbing reports of foreign sofdirom north Africa, who cannot
speak any local language and who have been invaitveoimmitting acts of violence in Manicaland
durin5g5 June and into July. Who these people arendnad they are doing has not been confirmed at this
time.

**|n the Midlands, Asst Air Vice Marshall Muchena ageeaded June violence in Zhombe and Gokwe. Inté&tkand
South, Col Nare has played the same role in IreigBUmzingwane. In every province a few key nanoesecup repeatedly.
> Harare Tribune, “Unlawful Combatants — ZANU-PF ditia, foreign fighters and mercenaries, 17 Jubpg. Patrick
Chitaka, the MDC Chair in Manicaland stated: “Wedabserved that some people leading the violereéoeeigners
because they speak a different language and theptdanderstand our local languages. Also thedsithiey are using are
not peculiar to Zimbabwe, because they are cutiinghe tongue, removing eyes and genital partsai®eot sure where
they come from.” ‘Mugabe now using mercenariesip€ Times, 18 July 2008.
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MDC/other Police/Riot
A4 230
1% 6%

ZANU Youth
1599
45%

ZANU PF
600
17%

War Vets
730
20%

vi. PERPETRATORS: all months and provinces

Joc
591

MDC/other
44
1%

ZANU/ war
vets/youth
2859
82%

vii. PERPETRATORS showing JOC and ZANU groupings, all maths and provinces

2. Scale and geographical spread of the violence

The violence has remained centred throughout ithis in the north and east of Zimbabwe, in particula
in Mashonaland East and Central.

* In Mashonaland Central, Muzarabani, Hurungwe anddi& have been worst affected

* In Mashonaland East, the districts of Mudzi, MoDarwin and Mutoko have been worst affected,
with Uzumba and Muramba Pfungwe also badly affected
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Violence in the three Mashonaland provinces andté¢aaiccount for 77% of all violence reported to
date.

While there have been slightly more reports ofatioins from the three Matabeleland provinces
(8%) than from Manicaland (7%), an evaluation @&tthpesof violations being reported from
Matabeleland shows that the majority of peopledh®ve been displaced owing to threats, with
comparatively few cases of severe assault, whengdanicaland there have been 13 murders and
many cases of serious assault. Manicaland hadychessen affected by worse and more systematic
violence than Matabelelarfl.

Midlands has reported 5% of violence. Gokwe aneéiMbgwa have been the worst affected areas
and again, events in this province have been dreatigtunder reported. At times, large parts of
Gokwe have been no-go areas and only a comparanful of people have managed to escape
from the area and seek help. Much of Mberengwéssr@mote and requires arduous stretches of
walking to access transport out of the area.

Masvingo has reported 3% of violence — but eye egsireports from those who have managed to
leave the area indicate that Zaka and Gutu hage lasmbers of victims who have failed to reach
help.

Manicaland
209
7%

Midlands
152
5%

Matabeleland /

inc Byo
234
8%

Mashonaland
inc Harare
2356
77%

viii.  VIOLENCE by province, April, May, June

In Matabeleland, the worst affected areas have bhapane and Bubi in Matabeleland North, with
Nkayi and Tsholotsho reporting isolated incidehisiza, Gwanda North and Matobo have been
worst affected in Matabeleland South.

Bulawayo itself has been relatively unscathed, tdpam a few political beatings in Sauerstown in
June, and the arrest and beatings of a few studenitsy a protest. There were also 21 WOZA

56 Bulawayo in Matabeleland is better endowed in teoffdGOs to which people can report violations aaedk help than
other provinces apart from the Mashonaland prownagad it is likely that over time there will be iagrease in reports
surfacing from the Midlands and Masvingo, oncs possible to access rural areas in these provarasstablish what has
gone on there. Eye witness reports and the experiehthe authors over the last three months weudtjest that

Matabeleland has been comparatively, althoughiogrtaot entirely, unscathed by violence since Apri
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women involved in a peaceful march who were arceatel some injured during May. One person
reported being abducted to a house in Suburbs eaie .

The violence escalated during the first weeks of Mad has remained intense since then, with some
indication of levels reducing during July. Howewaglence in Manicaland and the Midlands has
continued in the post election period.

Harare/ Chitungwiza

During May and June there was a notable shiftéwiblence in Harare.

* Youth militia bases were set up across the citjuiing for the first time beyond the boundaries of
the so called high density suburbs, where the ntgjof people live. The low and medium density
suburbs also became victims of youth militia and wet activity, including Chisipite, an up market
suburb.

* Epworth in Harare became the centre of much vi@ddameting the MDC, including burning down
of houses and beatings.

* There was a series of targeted abductions and msuofi&ey activists in Harare and Chitungwiza,
and those who miraculously survived such abductieperted that they had been told of death lists,
which included some who were subsequently abduwatddkilled.

» Apart from abductions, several brutal murders tplakce, again targeting high ranking officials in
the MDC. The wife of an elected councillor in Ha&outh and their 6 year old child were burnt to
death when their house was set alight by ZANU Ripstters.

* The wife of the MDC mayor-elect for Harare was atidd along with their four year old child; she
was killed and the child was dumped at a localgeodtation.

* Four activists defending the home of an electedhcitior in Chitungwiza, including his son, were
abducted after a clash at the home with ZANU nailiAll four had been murdered by the next day.

» There were visibly high levels of armed, uniforniectes on the streets of Harare during May and
June, and a palpable air of insecurity.

* A plaster cast became a badge of liability: thegthpatrolling the streets assumed that any young
person with a broken limb must be an MDC activisbvhad already been beaten up, and this meant
they should be beaten up again.

* While some of the Harare bases have been demabdiseéng July, this has reportedly resulted in
gangs of youth who are angry at being abandondtbuiittheir promised rewards from the state,
leading at times to criminal behaviour and violence

The Strategy

1. Targeting ZANU strongholds

The pattern of targeting most viciously those atbashave previously always been considered strong
holds of ZANU PF was continued through May and Jine areas in Mashonaland East and Central in
particular, wards and villages that had shown & M@ C vote were mercilessly targeted, in what can
be seen as both a policy of punishment for “betrgyZ ANU, and a pre-emptive strike ahead of the run
off, to turn back the tide that was clearly shitiowards Tsvangirai. Manicaland and parts of Maguwi
and the Midlands also suffered intense violence.

" This phenomenon was dealt with in the 21 May rejmomore detail, the most shocking example belregrhassacre of 8
people in Mazowe Central within the vicinity of alling station that received 80 MDC votes.
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2. Targeting MDC strongholds

For the first time, Harare became literally undegs in places, as the state struck at the he&iDsE
support. The previous section outlines some oH&are violence. There was a clear strategy indara
to target its leadership and key grassroots atsipgrticularly those organisers who could havenbe
expected to have created problems for the statediylising resistance in the event of a contested
outcome to the run-off. There were consistenthoregal death lists, and targeted abductions and
assassinations robbed the MDC of several key asgesbn these lists. The public visibility of thé’
was, in a few short weeks and in stark contragteédviarch election, reduced almost to nil. Even
hardened MDC activists resorted to wearing ZANUr@&galia or displaying it in their vehicles in the
interests of self preservation and to ensure sadegge at road blocks. MDC rallies were bannethts
leadership was arrested and ultimately the Presafehe MDC was forced to seek safety in the Dutch
embassy in Harare. The party was effectively unablaeet or organise in any way, with virtuallyithe
entire structures in Harare in hiding and on the fubecame impossible to coordinate any kind of
election campaign across the nation, with the parsuch disarray in the capital.

3. Targeting of Leadership and Election Officials

The policy of targeting those in the MDC who hetisiiions in party structures continued. In
Matabeleland in particular this policy was notedt of 144 people in Matabeleland North and South
reporting displacement as a result of assaultspeated threats, 57 or 40% held leadership position
MDC structures. Thus, although Matabeleland wasparatively unscathed in terms of serious injuries
and in terms of the scale of displacements, the Mi2€ nonetheless rendered barely functional in some
districts and wards, by the displacement of emqtoktical structures.

» 18% of all victims nationwide (538) held leadershgsitions in their communities

* A further 1,282 or 43% of victims claimed simple @&xffiliation

» 178 people or 6% of all victims had been a poliggnt or an observer in the March election

* 1% of victims were affiliated to civic society, prarily WOZA

* A large number of victims were of unclear affilaii These victims were all victimised by
ZANU PF supporters of some kind, but did not raertown affiliation one way or another
sufficiently high for it to be noted by intervieveer

* 1% of victims claimed ZANU PF affiliation. Of thelJpeople claiming such affiliation, 2
claimed to have been attacked by ZANU PF and 12ID¢{.

4. “Operation Tsuronegwenzi” — “attack both the hunted and those who shelter
them”

ZANU PF had a recognisable policy of attacking just key people in MDC leadership, but also of
targeting their families and those who shelteresithA Midlands activist mentioned that in theiraare
the ZANU PF leadership were referring to this pply the specific Shona term “Operation
Tsuronegwenzi”. It has been fairly unusual in Zitodva during the violence of the last eight years for
families of the wanted to be specifically hunteadvddn the way that has occurred in recent monthe. T
ruthless murder and beatings of wives and evendrnlof MDC activists who may themselves have
gone into hiding, has been a new and terrible pmemon.

Entire families not just of MDC members, but oficiactivists, were sought out in rural areas and

beaten and/or had homesteads burnt down. Theibhomifrder of Dadirayi Chipiro in Mhondoro drew
world attention: she was the wife of the local MbBi@Gairperson, and when ZANU PF youth could not
find him, they beat her, chopped off her hand awd, fand then threw her into a burning hut, whéee s
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died. This pattern of targeting families has créatessive guilt and anger for activists whose fa@il
have suffered as a result of their activities. Hertie account of a 25 year old council candidiaten
rural Mashonaland:

When | was in hospital [with a broken vertebra aftays of beatings] they broke down my
house, which was my parents’ house which | inh@riEezen my door frames have been taken
away. They demanded that | come back or they wdesdroy my family. When | did not come
back, they went to my uncle’s house and brokeupabo. He is not even politically active. | am
feeling very afraid. If | go home, even talkingry relatives is a crime. Life is very difficult for
me now. | am very confused about the future. efview, Harare, 4 July]

There were several reports of families being tdkestage in order to force the wanted family member
to return to an area. Targeting families of act&vis a very effective way of undermining people’s
commitment to the struggle for democracy. An astimay be willing to risk his own life and limbgjtb
is he prepared to risk those of his entire famiigluding their property? It is possible for onegmn to
live on the run, but much more complicated to displan entire family, with school going children or
infants.

MDC leadership
538
18%

Election official

MDC member 178
only 6%
1282
43%

NGOQ/ZCTU
40

1%

ZANU PF Other/unclear
14 931
1% 31%

ix. AFFILIATION of victims: all provinces, April, May, June

A few cases in which families/ caretakers of therited” have been attacked:

e 7 ofthe 102 MDC dead are wives of activists

» 3 of the dead are sons of activists — two of thesee small children

* Inthe death of Taurai Zindomba - who died aftemas axed open and his intestines were pulled
out with barbed wire — two of his brothers werdaesly beaten and injured

* Intwo instances in Makoni, both husbands and wiveie beaten to death

» Joshua Bakacheza was abducted and murdered winilg to move the widow of Tonderai
Ndira to a safe house

* Temba Muronde died after being assaulted, givepaison and finally being axed. His wife was
also beaten.
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Photo 6: “attack the hunted and those who shelteem”:
wives and children beaten in May 2008.

2,500,000 -
2,000,000 | /
1,500,000 /\
ZANU-PF

1,000,000 .
\ / \ e O pposition
500,000

Z

Table showing ZANU PF and total opposition votease 1980 — including Mugabe’s farcical
“landslide” in the 2008 run-off.
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5. Operation “How to Vote” and “Red Finger”

As the run off election approached, it became dieairvoters were going to be unable to expressea f
vote. During the weeks running up to the electpagple were rounded up for forced “education” in
voting for ZANU PF only, and not for the puppet @sgirai. Those people known to be active in MDC
were warned that their names were already ondisisose who had to make assisted votes, on grounds
of being illiterate. This meant being forced to #s& election officials and the police to place ‘eon

the ballot. Headmen were also given lists of adlidgistered voters that they would be respons$ib)e

and villagers were told they would have to lineiughat given order to vote, and were told
(nonsensically) that this would make it possibl&tow how people had voted. In some areas, theg wer
told to write down the last two digits of their kmdlpaper on their hand, to submit to their head adéer

the vote, so that their precise vote could be ttdizek afterwards. In a polling station where anfgw
hundred votes are cast, it would indeed have bessilgle using this system to check who had dared to
vote for MDC in this intimidating environment.

Even after the pull out from the run-off by Tsvamagi ZANU PF remained fixated on the need for a
large voter turnout so that Mugabe could win byamdslide”. There was therefore widespread
intimidation before the vote saying that afterwatttsre would be door to door searches to estaiish
had voted by looking for the “red finger” — probiat you had dipped your finger in indelible inkan
voting booth. In the event, this operation remaimexnte of a threat than a reality: there were some
accounts of people being beaten in the two daysgbestion for not having a red finger, but thesev
isolated. However, fear of not having a red finlgad the desired impact of forcing thousands of [geop
to go and vote who by choice would have boycottedvote.

6. Matabeleland

Less than 10% of all violations have been reparigtese three provinces, and these have maingntak
the form of people being displaced after repediegbts and being forced to attend intimidatoryiesll
and all night meetings.

» Matabeleland has not had the phenomenon of langdoers of youth militia undertaking mob
violence. This has not been reported at all.

» War vets have in fact remained the top perpetgimup in Matabeleland, which has also
reported higher levels of army and JOC involventleah the national average.

* Youth militia have been engaged in violence anuiatation, but in small numbers and usually
playing a subsidiary role to war vets. An exceptiothis has been West Nicholson in
Matabeleland South, where youth have effectivdtgteover this small business centre and
where there were a few brutal assaults. (See photo

* In Matabeleland the police and some traditionalléea have remained opposed to violence.

* Mugabe does not consider Matabeleland a strongimalchas possibly washed his hands of
winning large numbers of votes here which may erplee fact the region has escaped the worst
of the current violence.

* There have been areas of trouble, including Bublilasiza where there are numbers of resettled
farmers and also ruthless ZANU PF MPs — namely tpofu and Andrew Langa.

* Lupane, Gwanda and Matobo also reported violerora Bpecific areas.

* Maize has been and continues to be used as acpbliteapon, with only ZANU PF supporters
accessing government maize sales at times in |ngiaeobo and Gwanda. People were told
before the vote on 27 June that only those withfiregers on the following Monday would be
placed on food lists, and those without red fingreosild not get maize again. Maize was
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ostentatiously displayed on 26 June in businesseem Insiza and Mbembeswana with the
above warning being given to villagers.

Humanitarian crisis

The worst problem facing this region at the momemixtreme hunger, as there was a 90% crop failure
in these provinces, and the government ban on hitamiain relief is causing real suffering in this

region. By 20 July many residents of Bulawayo wesorting to buying chicken feed and stock feed by
the cup, and grinding this into porridge, in theat@bsence of affordable maize! People througtioaut
region now live from one day to another in terms$oaid, and frequently have entire days without
eating.

It is noted that in terms of the MOUtjumanitarian and social welfare organisations [sltbhbe]
enabled to render such assistance as might be nedti

Such assistance is urgently required in the fofrimod aid in much of Zimbabwe and this needs lio ro
out as quickly as possible. It is further notedt thalitical abuse of access to food should not falleee,
and there is a need to stringently monitor accesgavernment supplied food in particular in this
regard.

The Victims: ages, violations, injuries

1. Age of victims

Large numbers of children particularly infants h&deen adversely affected by the violence, some
directly beaten, others ill as a result of weekdisplacement and sleeping rough: 10% of all those
seeking medical help were under 10 years old.

» 211 of those seeking medical help after eitheribgstor more often iliness owing to
displacement were aged under 3 years — 7%.

* A further 77 were aged 4 to 10 years old — 3%.

113 were aged 11 to 20 years — 4%

e 177 victims were aged over 60, and some of theffered extremely severe injuries including
multiple fractures, which are difficult to healthat age.

* 80% of the victims were aged between 21 and 60.

The impact of being beaten, witnessing beatingsmoénts and of being displaced from your home and
schooling have been serious and will have long terplications for affected families. Some families
have had their homes burnt down and the hardshigthis has resulted in will endure for time to @m
considering the context of total economic meltdomwhich Zimbabwe now is.

UNICEF issued a strong statement on 27 May witlane¢p the plight of Zimbabwean children who
had been displaced both internally and to Souticafr

“Today many who fled violence and economic turniilheir own country, and have sought
refuge in South Africa, now find themselves undéack. As always, it is children who are
caught in the middle of this — those frightened ao@ homeless in South Africa, or the
thousands in Zimbabwe who have seen their homeg bod parents beaten, others who have
been beaten themselves. This cannot continue.s. vital that our UNICEF programme in
Zimbabwe continues to reach all the children whyune assistance. Presently this is not the
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case, and it is exacerbated by the fact that sgymawe been forced into hiding with their
parents, away from the education and health catdgtiheir right.®®

over 60 yrs
177
6%

41to 60yrs
603
20%

infant to 3 yrs
211 4to 10 yrs

7M 77

3%

11to 20vyrs
113
4%

21to 40yrs
1808

60%

X. AGES of victims, all provinces, April, May, June

2. Types of violation and resulting injuries

While violence in election periods has become steshdt was remarkable that the violence did not
abate this time in the final fortnight, which haseh the usual pattern. Both beatings and murders
continued in a way that showed recklessness amdsalyg cruel disregard both for the citizens of
Zimbabwe and also for international opinion — imtthg SADC opinion — right up to the day of the yote
and beyond. With violence occurring in Harare fis#$ opposed to in the more remote rural areas
seldom visited by observers, even observer teaatdvibgabe has been able to rely on in the pasirto t
a blind eye to election violence were this time alole to do so. SADC, the AU and the Pan African
Parliament all condemned the election on the grewfidhe blatant violence, among other issues.

Injuries have been very severe: and it must bednibizt over 300 of the cases included in this regor
not as yet have medical findings databased. Thansthat all figures relating to types of violatemd
injuries sustained are understated.

» 252 fractures have been treated

» 163 cases of falanga — beating on the soles dette- have been treated. This is a very serious
form of torture with long term health consequenicepeople, leaving them with sore feet
possibly for life. [see photo 8]

» 450 people have reported partial or total losheirtproperty to political violence

» 1798 assaults were reported of which 75% involteduse of weapons, usually sticks, but
including iron bars, barbed wire, knives

» 420 reports of torture were recorded, includinghgdiurnt with burning grass or plastic bags
(12); being submerged in water either to induceeseeold and to increase the pain of being
assaulted or to induce temporary suffocation (Beg restrained and/or blindfolded (89).

*8 Statement at press conference by UNICEF’s Regidirattor for Eastern & Southern Africa, Mr Per Ebak, 27 May
2008.
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» 309 people reported abductions and 109 were detaine

* 8 gun shot wounds (GSW) were treated

* There were literally thousands of reports of sigiiie damage of different types, including
haematomas, welts, bruising, swelling, laceratems abrasions. These varied from mild injuries
to very severe. [see photo 5]

* There were 205 head injuries treated: all headigglare potentially serious and can leave long
term damage, including loss of eye sight, minimailbdamage, neck injuries.

Visible injuries are only one aspect of the tegidhmage that has been done to people’s bodies and
lives. People face permanent disability and digseguent, and huge psychological and social
consequences of the recent violence. (See Heden@ommunity Fabric ahead).

3. Gender based violence

There have been a handful of women who have reptnt they have been raped, but so far official
rape cases number probably fewer than ten. Howthaxe are reports from men and from women who
deny rape themselves, that gang rape has beenpredesin some bases in Mashonaland and
Manicaland. There is a huge stigma attached totidmrape: women are afraid their husbands will
reject them if they admit to it, so it may take manonths for these reports to trickle in, possittge

such women have advanced venereal diseases antbisaek medical support, for example. However
there are media reports of women who have descghrd rape and some such cases on official
medical record?

4. Retaliatory violence

In view of the now well established pattern of imy, it is not surprising - although it is regedite -

that MDC activists have at times taken justice ihi@r own hands, and have meted out retaliatory
assaults and hut burnings. To the authors’ knovdetlgese attacks have always been reprisals asd thi
is one of the dangers of impunity: when victims kribat the police will refuse to act on their bé&hil
may eventually lead to “justice” being deliveredlently by those who have been victimised in thst fi
place.

In Lupane in Matabeleland North, Governor Mathuglave a highly inflammatory speech at a rally
there shortly before the June run off, incitingredtagainst MDC supporters. This Gomoza area of
Lupane had been subjected to months of such irgitmiy rallies and dozens of senior MDC activists
had been displaced into Bulawayo as a result afategl face to face threats and the circulatiorsts |
of those to be beaten and have their homes buwm .défter this June rally, ZANU war veterans and
supporters sought out known MDC leadership andudtesbthem. Within hours, MDC supporters
organised themselves and retaliated. The day eniledeveral severe injuries both for MDC and for
ZANU PF. At least two ZANU PF supporters were htased, one for a broken arm.

Similarly, in Gwanda North in Matabeleland, therereritwo incidents in May in which violence by
ZANU PF war veterans led to the burning down ofrthase camps, one in Sibhula and one at
Nyandeni. In the Nyandeni incident, an MDC suppoated his wife were severely beaten by ZANU PF
war vets, resulting in loss of consciousness apibken neck vertebra for the wife.

*¥ The Times, “Maybe | am pregnant, or maybe | haiX kbw. No one can help”, 8 July 2008; VOA, “Zimhaéan
Women face HIV risk following rape as political \émce”, 14 July 2008.
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Photo 7: buttocks of man severely beaten by youtihtia in Gwanda, Matabeleland South,
prior to skin graft. (photo June 2008)

Photo 8: falanga injury: sole of foot that has bedreaten by war vets and ZANU
supporters in Gokwe. (photo June 2008)
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Burnt, 12
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Property —— Assaulted

loss, 450 hands/feet, 464
Tortured, 305
Falanga, 163
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weapon, 1334
Restrained, 89
Detained, 109

xi. TYPES of violation, all provinces, April, May, June

Head burns, 12

Fractures, 252
injury, 205

Falanga, 163

Abrasions, 320 Welts, 215

Lacerations,

swelling, 1031 312

Bruising, 779

Haemotoma
395

xii. INJURIES treated: all provinces, April, May, June
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Within hours of these victims being taken to haapiiDC supporters approached the war vet base
responsible for the beatings, and severely beaZi#wdU PF supporters there, resulting in their
hospitalisation - and they also burnt down the bdusing used as a base. On the same day, the war ve
base at Sibhula was destroyed, also after violagaenst MDC supporters. In both instances, the ZANU
PF bases had subjected the surrounding commutotigseks of intimidation and had coerced or stolen
livestock and maize from the starving villagerseTnoblems being caused by these bases had been
reported to the local police, who had said thay twere powerless to intervene.

More than 60 MDC supporters were arrested in Matddoed in relation to these incidents, although 10
of these have recently been released after thedt#tatg in Gwanda said the state had failed to kamg
evidence linking them to the alleged offen&®gs.

There have also been reports of reprisal violeydglDC in Mudzi and Mazowe in Mashonaland and in
Buhera in Manicaland and in Zaka in Masvingo. Hogrethe reprisal attacks amount to a fraction of
the assaults, murders and destruction of properBANU PF supporters in these same areas.

There is an urgent need for a return to an imgattla of law, to prevent both the political victisation
of Zimbabweans and to prevent such victims reialign the face of police inaction. The cycle of
violence with impunity must be broken now, if tladks currently underway are to produce anything
positive.

Challenges of the present and the future

1. Putting the genie back into the bottle

In the immediate wake of the 27 June poll, in sameas the order did seem to go out for youth militi
and war vet bases to dismantle. However, this doeseem to have been a consistent nationwide
instruction, as the violence has undoubtedly comtity particularly in Manicaland — where there have
been five post election murders — and also MaslaodaEast, Masvingo and parts of the Midlands.

In some areas, war vets and militia appear to bgrdgorders to disband. There is reportedly wide
spread disgruntlement among those who have perpetnaass violence on behalf of the ruling party in
return for promises of money, maize and educatioppbrtunities, only to find that these promises ar
not being fulfilled. Youth militia and war vets hmvowed to remain in their bases in some areak unti
they receive what they have been promfSed.

In Harare, reports have been received that disigaibands of youth who have been thrown out of
camps are now roaming the suburbs and resortistyamhtforward criminal violence, as opposed to
political violence. Ordinary citizens have reporteing mugged and having their jackets, trouseds an
groceries stolen by such gangs in the first weéksily. °> Over the last three months, youth militia have
been able to beat and steal with impunity and raw they are effectively being abandoned by thg ver
state that gave them this licence, it is not sanpgi if such youth are turning to violent crimeaasieans

of survival.

There have also been reports of violent clashesdseat rival ZANU PF supporting groups. In mid July
war vets and youth militia clashed in Mbare in Hayrdighting over who should receive flea market
stands promised by the government during the electin off. The pattern of using violence to take
what you want has been encouraged by the statmarglsuch incidents are likely.

0 The Standard, “MDC supporters released”, 20 jQg
®® Interviews in Bulawayo relating to bases in Gwaadd Insiza, as well as media reports.
%2 Interview with Harare activists, 12 July 2008.
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Zimbabweans currently have to live with the faetttih can be easier to unleash and encourage e®len
than to rein it in.

We note that in terms of the MOU, it has been agjtbat:

Each Party will issue a statement condemning tbenption and use of violence and call for
peace in the country and shall take all measuresssary to ensure that the structures and
institutions it controls are not engaged in theppemation of violence.

The Parties will take all necessary measures toigdite all forms of political violence, including
by non-state actors, and to ensure the securpgisons and property.

The major onus on ending the violence clearlywéh the current government and with the police.
The police in Zimbabwe, if given the instructiordtoso, could certainly bring the situation backdan
control to a large degree, simply by deploying ksito a few of the more problematic areas and
arresting and charging these gangs of youth and wess. We recommend that this is done forthwith.

We further recommend that independent monitors bational and regional, to be placed on the
ground to improve the likelihood of a return to naalence.

2. Healing the community fabric

We the Parties to this Memorandum of Understanding.

» Dedicat[e] ourselves to putting an end to the pisltion, divisions, conflict and intolerance
that have characterised our country’s politics;

» Determine[d] to build a society free of violenaeaf, intimidation, hate, patronage, corruption
and founded on justice, fairness, openness, traesgg, dignity and equality....

These words to which our national leadership haysesl up are fine ones, but in reality rebuilding
shattered human relations is likely to take gemmnat The community fabric has been devastatethdy t
violence of the last three months — and by theasgion of the decades before this. The authorsiave
spoken to a single victim who could not name astleame of their perpetrators. Much of the violence
has been community based, and has set neighbonmgighbour and even family members against one
another. The authors spent some time in safe B@asdeng victims how they would feel about retugnin
to live side by side with the very people who hadnb down their homes and shattered their imbseHe
are typical responses, from interviews on 26 June:

65 year old man, from Chiweshe: broken hand and brken leg

“In less than one hour they destroyed my life. Labkny right hand. It will never be strong
again, it will always hurt me and | will never warkthe field the way | used to. Just less than an
hour of beating and my life is ruined. They mustbested and then | can reconcile. The police
know who to arrest. It is the base commander,thiesZANU chairman, it is others we all know
who were behind the violence, they must be arrésted

48 year old man, from Mount Darwin: broken leg andarm, house burnt down

“I have lost everything. How can | go back in winéad live there with no blankets, when the
people who burnt down my house still live there #rel/ have blankets? | want compensation.
They must give me their things because | lost étierg when they burnt my house — my bed,
clothes, pots. | know who they are, some of thg l@aders, they are my neighbours. How can |
just go back and live there as if nothing happeAe@h no! | can go back, but they must pay.”
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32 year old man from Epworth, broken arm and leg, tickshop and house burnt down

“They said | got my money from MDC, from Britaiméathat is why they should burn it down. |
have never got one cent from MDC! Do you know hardhl have worked for all these years to
try and support my wife and child? | have neverauoithing from anyone and now | have lost
everything. In Zimbabwe these days, how do you stidh nothing? What am | going to do? |
don’t know what to do now. | don’t have a passponmnaybe | could leave. They must be
punished. If they do not go to jail, then | wilkearevenge. | will revenge on them.

The authors — who realistically fear that some lahdnpunity deal will be struck in the next few akes
which will forever remove the possibility of theaj#y desired justice for victims - asked whethenso
kind of truth telling process at the local levelwa help, a gathering of the community in whichgto
who beat and destroyed would be made to admit ¢thieires and ask forgiveness, in front of community
leaders, for example. This question was answerdddisbelief and contempt!

This is an absolutely standard reply from all thiogerviewed:

28 year old man from Mount Darwin, broken arm
“You mean to just say sorry and that is all?? AHét is not going to be acceptable. | will take
revenge. | want justice, they must go to jail. hlvaompensation. Just talking, that is no good.”

The anger, pain and devastation of the last fewthsoare not going to evaporate over night. In the
experience of the authors, unresolved communigntesents based on very real crimes having been
committed — even murder — do not vanish. They festd reassert themselves, even over the
generations, in petty power struggles and furthieninal acts at the village level. In fact, sonfehe
violence of the last three months has been prgoidehis nature — the impunity gave people licetece
brutally settle old scores in some instances. Tisene quick or easy solution to this, but if we in
Zimbabwe are serious about building a better futgre of violence, fear, intimidation, hate, patrgea
corruption and founded on justice, fairness, opassngansparency, dignity and equalityhen there is
a great deal of work to be done. This may includarfcial compensation funds for victims, but wibitn
be able to end there.

The enmity grounded in real suffering, coming frozal acts of sheer hatred at the village levejoisg

to have to be addressed meaningfully if communéresnot going to reproduce violence and retrilyutio
in big and small ways in the decades ahead.
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APPENDICES

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE ZIMBABWE ARICAN NATIONAL
UNION (PATRIOTIC FRONT) AND THE TWO MOVEMENT FOR DHOCRATIC CHANGE
FORMATIONS

PREAMBLE
We the Parties to this Memorandum of Understanding;

Concerned about the recent challenges that wefaaed as a country and the multiple threats to the
well-being of our people;

Dedicating ourselves to putting an end to the pgdéion, divisions, conflict and intolerance thavh
characterised our country?s politics;

Determined to build a society free of violenceféatimidation, hate, patronage, corruption and
founded on justice, fairness, openness, transpgrdignity and equality;

Recognising the centrality and importance of Afni@astitutions in dealing with African problems,dan
agreeing to seek solutions to our differences,lehgés and problems through dialogue under the
auspices of the SADC mediation, supported and eeddoy the African Union;

Acknowledging that we have an obligation of es&thbig a framework of working together in an
inclusive government;

Desirous therefore of entering into a dialogue witiew to returning Zimbabwe to prosperity;

Recognising that such a dialogue requires agreeameptocedures and processes that will guide the
dialogue.

NOW THEREFORE AGREE AS FOLLOWS:
1.Definitions

The "Memorandum of Understanding” (MOU) shall méaa written agreement signed by the
Principals.

"The Parties" shall mean ZANU-PF, the two MDC fotioias led by Morgan Tsvangirai and by Arthur
Mutambara respectively.

"The Principals” shall mean the President and Besiretary of ZANU-PF, Robert Gabriel Mugabe, the
President of the one MDC formation, Morgan Rich&sglangirai and the President of the other MDC
formation, Arthur Guseni Oliver Mutambara.

2.Declaration of Commitment

The Parties hereby declare and agree to commitsitlenss to a dialogue with each other with a view to
creating a genuine, viable, permanent and sustaisaklution to the Zimbabwean situation and, in
particular, to implement this Memorandum of Undansting.

3.Representation

The Parties will be represented by two represes@sieach in the dialogue.
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4.Agenda
The Parties have agreed to the following Agenda:
4.1. Objectives and Priorities of a new Government

(a)ECONOMIC

(i) Restoration of economic stability and growth
(i) Sanctions

(i) Land question

(b)POLITICAL

(i) New Constitution

(i) Promotion of equality, national healing anchesion, and unity
(iExternal interference

(iv)Free political activity

(v) Rule of law

(vi) State organs and institutions

(vii) Legislative agenda priorities

(C)SECURITY
(i) Security of persons and prevention of violence

(d)COMMUNICATION

() Media

(i) External radio stations

4.2 Framework for a new Government

4.3 Implementation mechanisms

4.4 Global political agreement.

5.Facilitation

The Dialogue shall be facilitated in accordancénlie SADC and AU resolutions.

6.Time frames

The Dialogue commenced on 10 July 2008 and wiltiooe until the Parties have finalised all
necessary matters, save for short breaks that magteed upon for purposes of consultation. It is
envisaged that the Dialogue will be completed withiperiod of two weeks from the date of signing of
this MOU.

7.Nenue

The Dialogue shall be conducted at such venuelkadlsbe determined by the Facilitator in consudtati
with the representatives of the Parties.

8.Communication with the media
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None of the Parties shall, during the Dialoguegardirectly or indirectly communicate the substanc
of the discussion with the media. The parties gfeéilin from negotiating through the media, whethe
through their representatives to the Dialogue gradrtheir Party officials.

9.Decisions by the Parties

The Parties shall not, during the subsistenceeDtialogue, take any decisions or measures tha aav
bearing on the agenda of the Dialogue, save byetmus. Such decisions or measures include, but are
not limited to the convening of Parliament or thenfiation of a new government.

10.Interim measures

10.1 Security of persons

(a) Each Party will issue a statement condemniagtbmotion and use of violence and call for peace
the country and shall take all measures necessamnydure that the structures and institutionsntrods

are not engaged in the perpetration of violence.

(b) The Parties are committed to ensuring thataheis applied fairly and justly to all persons
irrespective of political affiliation.

(c) The Parties will take all necessary measuredinginate all forms of political violence, includj by
non-state actors, and to ensure the security sbpsrand property.

(d) The Parties agree that, in the interim, thelywark together to ensure the safety of any dispth
persons and their safe return home and that huamemtand social welfare organisations are enabled
render such assistance as might be required.

10.2 Hate speech

The Parties shall refrain from using abusive lagguhat may incite hostility, political intoleranaad
ethnic hatred or undermine each other.

11.The role of SADC and the AU

The implementation of the Global Political Agreermtrat the Parties will conclude shall be
underwritten and guaranteed by the Facilitator, SAdhd the AU.

12. Execution of the agreement

This agreement shall be signed by the Principalsarpresence of each other and shall be witndssed
the Facilitator.

Signed at Harare this day of 2008.

Robert G. Mugabe Thabo Mbeki

President, ZANU-PF SADC Facilitator
Morgan R. Tsvangirai Arthur G. O. Mutambara
President, MDC President, MDC
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MDC activist Tonderai Ndira, abducted and assassedon 14 May 2008
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